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Los Angeles continues to solidify its place as a cultural hub, attracting prominent artists, 
museums and New York-based galleries drawn in by its gravitational pull–not to mention 
Southern California’s enviable climate and relaxed atmosphere. While L.A.’s art scene has 
experienced pivotal bursts of growth and evolution, the changes happening now are setting a 
different tone and pace with some art experts referring to this period as the Los Angeles’ 
golden era of art. What’s beyond doubt is that the city has firmly staked its position as a 
destination for art aficionados, boasting headline-grabbing gallery and museum exhibitions, 
revered art fairs and a coordinated push to keep highlighting talented, historically under-
represented artists. 
 

 
 
If you’re currently in Los Angeles, you don’t want to miss this standout March art fair. Inspired 
by the acclaimed annual Frieze Art Fair in London, Frieze L.A. now draws gallerists and 
collectors from far and wide who come to see the vibrant artwork and attend the associated 
cultural events that enliven this city. This year, Frieze Los Angeles will take place from February 
29 through March 3 at the Santa Monica Airport, which will host 95 gallery showcases. 
 
One must-see booth is Sean Kelly Gallery’s solo presentation of L.A.-based conceptual artist 
Awol Erizku (stand A18). Erizku confronts traditional Eurocentric interpretations of beauty, 
tapping into varied inspirations ranging from Ancient Egypt to hip-hop, using mediums such 
as neon work, photographs, lightbox and silkscreen with an accompanying musical playlist. 
Visitors should also look for the site-specific artworks dotting the fair and inspired by the 
unique history of Santa Monica Airport, where Hollywood set designers in the early 1940s 
created an entire mock suburb to camouflage WWII operations. These pieces are part of The 
Art Production Fund’s “Set Seen” exhibition. 
 



 

 

 
 
First, head across town to Felix Art Fair–another must-see Los Angeles art fair, which runs 
concurrently with Frieze. This unique fair, located in the iconic Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel, 
ingeniously fills guest rooms with artwork from galleries both well-known and emerging, 
creating an exciting, Spring Break atmosphere. Some exhibition rooms open right onto the 
pool, making the fair not only a great Hollywood hangout but also a true breath of fresh air. 
Felix’s set-up always introduces me to new and exciting artists, which is why it’s an event I 
attend every year. 
 
Next on my must-see list is this month’s debut of Destination Crenshaw, an open-air museum 
that spans more than a mile and celebrates Black artists with connections to L.A., where you 
can see pieces by Kehinde Wiley, Artis Lane, Maren Hassinger and others. 
 
Beyond that are two gallery exhibitions that visitors and L.A. natives and transplants should 
make time to see. 
 
 


