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black tucks Villdoago further adoens the soalpoire’s
jewdod surface by addiag gold glaze, eacrusting
rhinesones and adding welvet proces 0 nesafoece
the couple’s regal nature and their ancesalous pres
entation. For him, theee nevidons rofer 1o Afracan-
Amwrican culture amd Bistory a5 2 work in peogpess,
shaped by cultural retention, keen improvisation and
3 vixcemion of seal poncrations who take coes from
the past 10 create the new

In addition 1o lnventing relstiomhips, Villsloago
injects an African-American presesce imo tradcion
ally Earocentric mythodogies bn The Asction of Bacches
(2005), Racchun, the god of wine, is Mack. Also a
promoter of avilizanon and a lover of peace, he is
associared, 1 the exinvess, wilh debauchery But he
iy et p 1od i ds waditional shade Vil
reassiges him ractally with dwe umention of conlus
ing hotoey He poeteays 3 deliberasely over-the-top
trreserent soeme tn whach he uwes e abducion of
Bacchus as & theme wo forward his own art hisscoer-
cal abdection imagery as an alernatee vision of an
accepted subject,
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Villalongo chose an appropriascly sexy and roesantic

sarlace—velver—for The ANwctho of Bacches, His paint-

ing then becomes the process of adding assccations L Love Befers e Comleatitn
MNax, 7034

3o an already huds and chasped stcting posst The ?'* R

ok, sactibe qualities of the manerial are embodiment
of 3 seemingly endless space that senedisiely holds
greater thearical possibilities than clean, whase can-
w5 |l intemt: o creale 4 lactile puinting thar inspines
amceous feelings—a serface dedicous enough o
make love spon, Vebvet thus becames & metaphoe foe
$and memaries and a type of romance that s hand w
come by and even harder 10 koop

mise TAs Cavsaar's Nier, 2005

Villakoago mines the semecs amd Lis memorses w
hesdld an aschetype, 3 trch within the objects, and
%0 examine world mythologies, popular calture and
Afrcan-American identity, His resisioniss Msiories
and thoughtful social commentarses question accept-
ed facts, sk who really has the power 10 shape think
ing and challenge how thas power s (sb)used.
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