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—
Metal sculptures will be
in place until November
atthe Ellen

Samuel Memorial.

By llu\- Cartagena

Stall ¥
Ona hazy Wednesday nx fi r\lwak
of June, a small group

wel
were hard at work by e Schuyliil
L

the busy Kelly Drive road, wa

for their placement
Travis Johnson, in a weld
helmet and neon orange long

sleeve. was reassembling a stain
less steel sculpture that had been
split into three pieces to travel the
hundred-mile journey from New
York 10 a site under the Girard
Avenue Bridge. As head of opera
tions at Atelier Fine Art Services.
he was leading a five-man team
to install the new exhibit “Steel
Bodies™ from sculptor Maren
Hassinger

Ten stainless and carbon st
sculptures comprise the installa
ching up to 11 feet tall and
g between 150-350 pounds
ch. The vessels,

as Hassinger

walk around

“They frame something you may
never have noticed and can call
attention to details around
Yyou.” said Hassinger, whose cxhibit
came to Philadelphia through the
Association for Public Art. “That
§ thing because
ally, we do not pay enough
n to number one, who we
are,and number two, where we are”
teel Bodies™ has landed in a
somewhat unusual location for a
public art exhibit — atopa terraced
memorial more than 60 years old.
The Ellen Phillips Samuel Memo
rial was completed over a span
of 30 y . between the 1930s 1o
19605, 1o host 17 sculptures and
three terraces on the east bank of
the Schuylkill. It depicts the history
of American settlement and the
country’s founding, with bronze
and granite sc u!pnm % of

of Black Americans. people of color

and women in building
Though there's a }
view, the memorial isn't exact
popular destination. That's p
of the reason why the association.,
which owns the m
dicated 10 making Philly a
muscum without walls. wanted to
bring in a public art installation
Now through Nov. 12. Hassing
er’s metal sculptures pepper the
terraces. some serving as for
centerpicces and others standin
next to the memorial sculptures
One vessel even hangs from a wire
nded between two trees and

morial

“
swa n ing in the wind. Others si
tially to keep the my
e and protect thet

bases e

66

They frame

something you
may never have
noticed

errace floor, but

tofend off poten

there: it's just gonna happen.” said

Johnson. “The reason we put the
ave h is 50 we can try to
id that as much as possible
But, he says. the welding work
is strong and built to last. Hell

drive by over the next few months
10 make sure everything is still in
place

Johnson and his «
with engineers. curat
ciation, and the artist (o identify
the best places for each sculpeure
It ok them five days to place the 10
d securely.

were split apart
for ransport and reassembled on
site. while others were placed or
bases. Back in the exhibit’s first
New

am worked
. the asso

n grass
e sculptures look like per
les of vases. Hassin

sdom. spr
objects

fume b
says the shapes
ing from ordina
have in her he

Thei

lows Hassing
fe Are All Ves

scla. where she crested five pleces
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to represent a shared humanity
and equality. with the message
“We are ALL vessels capable of

long exam

ures have
ined how humanity relates to the
natural world: she’s spent more
than four decades focused on the
“It's this thing sbout
ndof oxs — if you want
10 be reaily dramat
about i it's a perms

environn

ic and romantic
s of the

the site.
med bleak next
raffic. “In a

10 an endless road o

way there are three rivers,”she said.
“There's the water river. there's this
river of monuments that have been
created. and there’s this river of
believes “Steel
e the space more
comfortable for visitors. Joggers,
cyclists. walkers. or anyone else
who may have normally sped by
may consider stopping o take in
the views through her vessels.
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